
Christy Rollo grade 5 & 6 Cook Elementary 

Fine Arts  
Provocations for  
Deeper Thinking in 
Identity and Transformation 



"I used to think..."before Opal

✤ My entry to provocations was through loose parts 

✤ Did not see how to use different fine arts media to 
provoke students' thinking and link it to the 
curriculum; I'm not a fine arts specialist

✤ Focus on a single product with fine arts, nice display 
in the hall



"Now I think..." after Opal

✤  Not everyone connects with the same 
materials, some who dislike art love 
maker time creativity 

✤ Provide construction and deconstruction: 
parts versus whole

✤ Limit the materials: focus on the 
"language" of the medium, process is the 
focus

✤ Product: exploration may be product, 
does not have to look like others, this can 
be freeing for those who feel pressure 

✤ More time to play, create, reflect and 
connect to big ideas 



Black & White 
Line Drawings 
✤ "What possibilities live in these 

materials? How do black, white 
and lines inspire stories in you?"

✤ Guided imagery: imagine you 
are a ladybug, what do you see 
around you?

✤ Focus on patterns and textures, 
not realistic representations

✤ Turn paper, get a new paper, use 
the corners



Maker Time

✤ "What possibilities for creativity 
live in the materials? How can you 
make music with your ideas?"

✤ Students donated Beautiful Stuff 

✤ Read Ada's Violin

✤ Creative Thinking competency, I 
statements to guide thinking as 
they create

✤ Reflection: circle share, I 
statements





Nature Mandalas

✤ "What are the possibilities in the 
natural materials?", "How can you use 
a mandala to represent something that 
is important to you?"

✤ Circle sharing: meaning of a circle, 
mandalas

✤ Garden time: sit spot observations, 
journaling, mindfully gathering

✤ "Studio time": deconstruct, observe, 
create 

✤ Reflection: circle sharing 





Colour Mixing 

✤ "How does the mixing of shades connect to 
the mixture of who you are inside?"

✤ Connected to a personal CSI (identity, 
symbolic thinking), sharing circle 
discussions

✤ Online videos of artists mixing , 
highlighting the layers, tools used 

✤ "Studio time": main colour, shades and 
tints, using fork, knife and fingers to mix, 
layer, create texture

✤ Reflection: paragraph writing and portfolio 
reflections on how this has changed how 
students view themselves 



Chihuly Inspired 
"Glass" Art

✤ "How does the transformation of the 
materials connect to the 
transformation of your learning so far 
this year?", "How do you connect 
Chihuly and how he overcame 
challenges?"

✤ Artist study: Chihuly and glass 
blowing

✤ Connected to CSI and mandalas: 
colour choices, patterns and shapes 

✤ Plastic cups, Sharpies, embossing heat 
gun



Charcoal 

✤ "What is the language of 
charcoal?", "What colours do 
you see in charcoal?"

✤ Online tutorials: how to use 
materials, how to represent 
shapes (shading, layering)

✤ Free exploration: no pressure, 
not a "good copy" project, 
encourage mess and mistakes, 
freeing





Next Steps 

✤ Fibre arts

✤ Story 
stones

✤ Wire art

✤ Chalk 
pastels

✤ Water 
colour


