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What openings are you creating for your students to engage 
in inquiry? 
How might intentional, responsive, and inquiry-based 
approaches to teaching and learning be experienced? 
 
Spectrum of Inquiry 

*goal is to provide opportunities for students to ask their own 
questions and pose their own problems 

 
What is playful inquiry? 
 playing with materials 
 playing with language 
 playing with ideas 

 
What can be starting points for inquiry? 

 the students’ wonders & interests – a 
question, a story, a puzzle, a problem, a 
challenge 

 the big ideas and curricular content & 
competencies 

 making interdisciplinary connections 
 materials, tools, books, information, 

graph 
 local or global news 
 an issue important to the students – 

school-based, social justice, 
environmental 

http://blogs.sd38.bc.ca/sd38mathandscience/


 

Snapshots and Stories from SD38 
enacting the BC curriculum 

 
Playful Storytelling through the First 
Peoples Principles of Learning 
~connecting the ELA, science and social 
studies curriculum, FPPL and core 
competencies 
 
What is your story? 
What is the story of this place? 
 
Ministry QTL/SD38 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reggio-Inspired Mathematics Project 
~connecting the mathematics curriculum 
to story, place and self through inquiry 
and collaboration 
 
 
What story lives in these numbers? 
How do these materials help us think 
about math? 
 
 
 
SD38/BCAMT Cross-District 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Place-Based Mathematics Project 
~connecting the mathematics curriculum 
to a sense of place through inquiry and 
collaboration 
 
How does this place inspire mathematical 
thinking? 
Where does math live here? 
 
 
SD38 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



Looking Closely Project 
~science curriculum project focusing on 
the curricular competencies 
 
What do you notice? 
What do you wonder? 
 
SD38 Primary Scientists Series 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Creative Thinking 
~an exploration of creative thinking 
through picture books and creative 
challenges 
 
What is creative thinking? 
Where do my ideas come from? 
What can I do to develop my ideas? 
 
SD38 Primary Teachers Study Group 
SD38 Core Competencies Project 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Inquiry Across the Curriculum 
~examining inquiry-based approaches 
to teaching and learning across math, 
science and social studies 
 
What is inquiry? 
What are the roles of teacher and 
students during the inquiry process? 
 
What do you wonder? 
How could you investigate your question? 
 
SD38 Primary Teachers Study Group 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Connections, Sparks, Wonders… 
 
 
 



Being mindful and planning intentionally to provide opportunities for: 
 

 
 

 
Resource List of Children’s Picture Books 
 
Reggio-Inspired Mathematics Project 
1 Cookie, 2 Chairs, 3 Pears: Numbers Everywhere 
by Jane Brocket 
Spotty, Stripy, Swirly: What are Patterns? by Jane 
Brocket 
Circles, Stars and Squares: Looking for Shapes by 
Jane Brocket 
Sorting through Spring by Lizann Flatt 
Shaping up Summer by Lizann Flatt 
Counting on Fall by Lizann Flatt 
Sizing up Winter by Lizann Flatt 
The Shape of Things by Dayle Ann Dodds 
Cubes, Cones, Cylinders and Spheres by Tana 
Hoban 
Length by Henry Pluckrose 
Actual Size by Steve Jenkins 
 
Playful Oral Storytelling 
The Little Hummingbird by Michael Yahgulanaas 
Sharing Our World: Animals of the Native 
Northwest Coast by Garfinkel Publications 
How Raven Stole the Sun by Maria Williams 
Where is Mouse Woman? by Garfinkel Publications 
 
Looking Closely/Science 
I Wonder by Tana Hoban 
What is a Scientist? by Barbara Lehn 
You Can Use a Magnifying Glass by Wiley Bevins 
Looking Closely series by Frank Serafini 

eg. Looking Closely Inside the Garden 
Step Gently Out by Helen Frost 
A Closer Look by Mary McCarthy 
Look Book by Tana Hoban 
Close, Closer, Closest by Shelley Rotner 
One Small Square (Woods, Backyard, Pond) by 
Donald Silver  
Green by Laura Vaccaro Seeger 
 
 

Creative Thinking 
Beautiful Oops by Barney Saltzberg 
The Perfect Square by Michael Hall 
Not a Stick by Antoinette Portis 
Not a Box by Antoinette Portis 
If I Built a Car (House) by Chris Van Dusen 
Rosie Revere, Engineer by Andrea Beatty 
Iggie Peck, Architect by Andrea Beatty 
On a Beam of Light by Jennifer Berne 
The Most Magnificent Thing by Ashley Spires 
Mix it Up by Herve Tullet 
If You Hold a Seed by Elly McKay 
What do you do with an idea? by Koby Yamada 
 
Inquiry Across the Curriculum 
 
Math 
What in the World?: Numbers in Nature by Nancy 
Raines Day 
Measuring Penny by Loreen Leedy 
Just How Long Can a String Be? by Keith Baker 
 
Science  
Flashlight by Lizi Boyd 
The Story of Snow: The Science of Winter's Wonder 
by Mark Cassino 
Over and Under the Snow by Kate Messner Stella, 
Queen of the Snow by Marie-Louise Gay 
 
Social Studies 
Shi-shi-etko by Nicola Campbell 
Places in my Community by Bobbie Kalman 
We Live Here, We Share the Seasons and 
We Are a Community by Brenda Boreham and 
Terri Mack 
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