Mathematies K-12

in the Richmond School District June 2015

A series of information bulletins are being created to support educators in the Richmond School
District as we begin to move forward with BC’s redesigned curriculum in mathematics. A bulletin for
parents will be created in multiple languages during the 2015-2016 school year.

Current information about BC’s redesigned curriculum

The Kindergarten-grade 5 math curriculum is in its final stages of revision including elaborations to
explain concepts and content and an updated version will be posted to the Ministry website soon.
The grades 6-9 curriculum has been revised based on feedback provided and will be updated on the
website for further feedback. Some further revisions may be necessary for alignment with what is
decided for grade 10.

The Grade 10-12 development and writing team has been meeting and will be sharing their working
models on the Ministry website.

Please check the website for current information and updates:

https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca

Innovation Grant Celebration

Four of our elementary schools had mathematics-
focused innovation grant projects this year. Three
schools shared their projects at the Innovation Grant
Celebration on May 28. The early primary teachers
from Westwind shared their investigation into
communicating mathematical thinking, the
intermediate teachers from McNeely shared their
inquiry into increasing engagement in mathematics
learning and two teachers from Kingswood shared her
collection of materials they are compiling to support the
new Financial Literacy aspect of the redesigned
curriculum.

Math Mentor Teachers

This year six Richmond teachers have taken on the role of math mentor teachers. They have come
together for meetings to share ideas and plan professional learning experiences as well as review BC’s
redesigned curriculum and consider how the curriculum may unfold within our district. Some of the
teachers have been able to attend professional learning opportunities such as UBC’s Aboriginal Math
Symposium and visiting Opal School in Portland. The math mentor teachers have presented and
facilitated sessions on professional development days, have hosted teachers in their classrooms and
participated in collaborative planning with teachers. They may be contacted through Richnet.

Dot Clouston, grades 2&3, Garden City Terra Hooyberg, grades 5&6, Westwind

Michelle Hikida, grades 2&3, Diefenbaker Weily Lin, Steveston-London Secondary

Braunwyn Thompson, grades 3&4, Woodward Fred Harwood, retired



Richmond School District Math Initiatives 2014-2015

The following are some of the math initiatives in our district from this school year:

Reggio-Inspired Mathematics Inquiry Project (K-3)

In its second year, this project looks at professional inquiry into Reggio-Inspired practices and how
they might enhance mathematics teaching and learning. This year, four math materials kits have been
developed and piloted in sixteen Richmond primary classrooms and Richmond teachers have
collaborated to publish a teaching resource. This project has received grant funding from the
Vancouver Reggio Consortium and the BCAMT.

Big Math Ideas 3-5

Also in its second year is this three-part afterschool series that focuses on supporting teacher
understanding of the mathematical big ideas in the grades 3-5 math curriculum. Understanding the
mathematics at a deep conceptual level supports teachers in their pedagogy and in differentiating
learning for their students.

Byng Place-Based Mathematics Project (K-6)

For the second year, the teachers at Byng Elementary have received a grant from the Aboriginal
Enhancement Schools Network to support their exploration of how to engage their students in
mathematics through place-based experiences. Considering the First Peoples Principles of Learning,
students have had experiences connecting mathematics to themselves, their community and to the
story of the place where they live and go to school.

Elementary Math Focus Day (K-7)

On December 1, 200 educators attended our district’s Elementary Math Focus Day at Byng
Elementary. Several sessions from varied speakers, including many Richmond teachers, were offered
throughout the day with connections to big ideas and themes in BC’s redesigned math curriculum. A
blog post with highlights from the day can be found here:
http://blogs.sd38.bc.ca/sd38mathandscience/2014/12/08/elementary-math-focus-day-december-1/

Elementary to Secondary Bridging in Mathematics (grades 6-9)
On November 28, over 30 grades 6-9 teachers came together at SLSS to
discuss issues related to mathematics as students transition from
elementary to secondary school. After an overview of the redesigned
curriculum and a group discussion, Fred Harwood and Weily Lin
facilitated professional learning sessions. Following up from this
afternoon, Cambie has hosted grade 6&7 teachers from its catchment area schools to continue the
conversation and McMath and Byng teachers have visited each other’s school sites and classrooms.

Boyd Inclusive Learning Community Project (grade 8)

The grade 8 math teachers and learning resource teachers at Hugh Boyd are the first team of
educators to engage in Richmond’s new ILC projects. Teachers are provided with a significant amount
of release time to participate in professional learning around inclusive practices. The teachers have
been working with Shelley Moore of the DST and Janice Novakowski to develop a lesson sequence
around surface area and volume that includes learning goals for all learners.

Created in collaboration with Richmond’s math mentor teachers, June 2015.
Please contact Janice Novakowski, Teacher Consultant (K-12 Mathematics and Science) for
more information.



