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A Corona Conundrum

I can stack toilet paper to form a triangle or a square.

Is it possible to make two towers like this that have the same 
number of rolls in each? (not including towers of one roll)

Source: Corona Conundrums on YouTube by Chris Smith



Begin with design...
► Curricular planning with 

intention supports students to 
make meaning of “Big Ideas," 
and transfer learning

► Identify prioritized essential 
learning standards (content 
and competencies) that 
would be beneficial for 
learning next year

► Determine acceptable 
evidence



Purpose of assessment

For learning
• Before/during learning
• Ongoing process 

Student: practicing 
• Teacher: gather 

evidence to adjust 
teaching  

• Relies on quality 
descriptive feedback 

As learning
• Student meta-cognition 

• Self and peer assessment 

• Students determine where 
they are, where they need 
to go, and how to get 
there

• Self-regulation of learning 

Of learning
• Process of interpreting 

evidence at a point in time

• End of learning cycle, 
student has practiced.

• Report out (using the 
proficiency scale - SRPP, or 
a quantitative mark)

Summative AssessmentFormative Assessment



Formative Assessment

What forms of assessment will help 
move learning forward for our 
students during this time of remote 
learning and prioritized/essential 
learning standards?

How will we do this through the lenses 
of compassion, equity and fairness?















Conversation Starters - Katie White 



Breakout Question 

What formative assessment practices have you been 
engaging in while in remote learning? 

What has been working to inform you of students’ 
understanding of big ideas, competency growth, and 
content knowledge?



Empowering and 
Connecting Students
How self and peer-assessment might create community and deepen learning



Main Ideas

● Self and peer-assessment ensure students are active learners (not passive 
learners).

● Engagement in self-reflection and self-assessment practices builds 
self-regulatory skills for learning and managing well-being.

● Planning for peer-assessment opportunities, during the learning process, 
fosters: connection, sharing of learning, and deeper understanding of the 
purpose of the learning cycle, design of assessment tools, and of offering 
and receiving feedback.



“
”

By fostering the development of 
self-regulated learners, we can 
empower students to succeed, 
not just during the school years, 

but also into their lives long after.

- Butler, Schnellert, and Perry (pg. xii, 2017)



learning goalapply strategy/practice

task with identified 
purpose and criteria 

plan, refine, adjust

descriptive feedback (offered 
by teacher/peer/family)

Learning 

Cycle 

How do students strengthen self-regulatory skills?

Created by John Spencer



● Create opportunities, during the 
lesson, for students to reflect on 
their core competencies

● Provide thinking prompts 
associated with a specific core 
competency.

● Use profiles linked to each 
competency to generate 
questions, or to identify what you 
are hoping to hear and see.

Self-Reflection during a 
Mathematics/Numeracy  Lesson



Reflection on the Product of Learning

Criteria for 
Success

Strengths
(With 
Evidence)

Challenges
(With 
Evidence)

Questions I 
Still Have 

Possibilities 
for the 
Future

Created By Katie White



Empower Students to Find 
the Scaffolds They Need to 
Learn Independently

Students self-select the 
supports they need if 
given all the options and 
resources.



“
”

 There is persuasive evidence, across 
several grades and subjects, that 

self-assessment contributes to student 
learning and that the effects grow larger 
with direct instruction on self-assessment 

procedures.(Ross, 2006)

Self-Assessment and Peer-Assessment



Self-Assessment 

● noticing and remembering events, consequences, and 
actions in relation to choices

 

● measuring the degree to which the desired result was 
met



Feedback



Your form looks very awkward.

What can feedback look like?

You must be getting tired!

That's fantastic!

That's a 7/10 on the turn.

Your skis are parallel. Bend your 

knees & lean into the turn.



“
”

“To be effective, feedback 
needs to cause thinking. Grades 

don’t do that. And comments 
like “Good Job” don’t do that 

either.”
-DYLAN WILIAM

How might we come alongside students to build 
their own agency?



Effective feedback is...

JUST  in time…

JUST  for them…

JUST  where they are in their learning process…

JUST  what they need to move forward...



321 Process

3 strengths
2 challenges
1 question 

Feedback Carousel

(for group work)

● Each student has a 
stack of sticky 
notes.

● Provide anonymous 
feedback.

Remote Learning 
Adaptation

1) Zoom - Breakout 
Rooms 

 
One member shares their 
screen to display their 
work, Others offer 
feedback, by writing 
comments in the chat, or 
by annotating the screen. 



Breakout Question 

How have you created opportunities for students 
to connect, communicate and collaborate?

How are students engaging in self-assessment/ 
reflection?



How do Self-Regulatory Practices Lead to Building Resiliency



► " Although the universal teacher lament that 
there's no time for such feedback is 
understandable, remember that 'no time to 
give and use feedback' actually means 'no 
time to cause learning.'"

-Grant Wiggins



Formative assessment is “the 
continuous process of gathering data 
about our students before, during and 

after learning.  This ongoing 
assessment keeps us, and our students 
informed of progress, which allows for 

more efficient and effective use of 
instructional time.” 

--- Kryza et al. (2009)



RESOURCES

34



Benefits of 
the 
Learning 
Continuum

Equip our students with a shared understanding 
of growth and proficiency so they experience 
efficacy and confidence in their learning.

Personalize learning and find access points for all 
learners.

Increase student agency (assessment is 
co-owned by teachers and students) and 
motivation.

Enable students to learn in different environments 
and transfer learning to  different contexts. 


