A Window Into My Place

Writing About The World Around Me
Look out a window or choose a place to sit
outside.
From your spot, observe, explore and wonder
about the world around you.
What do you see? What are you thinking? What do
you wonder?

As a writer and communicator…
•Draw a picture of what you see.
•Look closely. Look up, down and all
around.
•Write words to describe what you see. Try
to use lots of details so you can help your
reader see what you see.
•Find a word or phrase you are really proud
of. Circle it.
•Send a picture of your drawing and
writing to your teacher.
Big Idea: Create and Communicate
Stories and texts connect us to
ourselves, our families and our
community.
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Curricular Competency:
Exchange ideas and perspectives to
build shared understanding

A Window Into My Place
A Sample

Look out a window or choose a place to sit outside.
From your spot, observe, explore and wonder about the world around you.
What do you see? What are you thinking? What do you wonder?
• Draw a picture of what you see.
• Look closely. Look up, down and all
around.

• Write words to describe what you see. Try to
use lots of details so you can help your
reader see what you see.
• Find a word or phrase you are proud of.
Circle or underline it.

I see a tall, green tree reaching up to the
blue sky. I can see a bird’s nest in the tree.
I can hear birds but I can’t see them. I

Reflection
As a writer, I am ready to share my thinking
about these questions with my teacher or
family:

wonder if there are any birds in the nest? I

• What am I proud of in my writing?

like to sit on my rocking chair and read

• What do I want my teacher to notice?

books because I can hear the birds.

• What am I working on as a writer?
• Where would I like some help?
Idea shared by Faye Brownlie
Created by Briana Adams and Jessica Eguia

Reflecting on My Core Competencies
As readers, writers and communicators, students use their core competencies all the time! The
questions below invites students to reflect on their growing competencies. Teachers and families may
wish to discuss these questions with the child during whole class, small group conferencing, or invite
students to share their core competency reflections on their e-portfolios or via email. Students may
wish to write, draw or label their responses.

Personal and Social Competency
In what ways did this learning experience help me
learn about myself, my community or the natural world around me?

Communication Competency
How did I share my thinking, ideas and wonders with others?
What did I learn about myself as a communicator?

Goal-setting: What next? Ask your student: what are you interested in further exploring? What
learning or skill would you like to work on?
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